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AN

Principle of Seminar Teaching http://www.english.heacademy.ac.uk/explore/resources/seminars/principles.php

Enbruduntiun # seminar teaching

» rinciples & Principles of Seminar teaching
Sty Teachers sometimes forget what 3 challenge tha Seminar may represent to many students. The semnar is, after i, a genre with its cwn (aRen
Artivity daas unspecified] ndes and assumptions. We cannot take for granted that this is a medium studants are natwrally good at. They may be uncertain about

what counts as having anything b say about this subject - and anxaus about exposurt in frant of their peors. 50 a8 teachors, we noed to make cur

Chackot for pear
g and prattices expliat and visible. If we do 50, and if we make some simole contessions to atdhmatising cur students to thes form, the
sermnas can sbill be a powerful medum of learrng. This i3 one of the places where students learn te become fluent n the discourse of the subject. And 1
N ametnit. o4l 35 tutor have to ba prepared to ksten as well as talk, Arguably, the quality of your own listening wi set a benchmark for the rest of the group.
Ground rbes

+ seminars (dasses) operats simukansously on intefactual, afective, and socal levels. Whils the expenenced group leader may net be conscious of
Projects thaesa bavals all tha time, (slhe takes account of them while leading the group.
» the seminar is a difficult genre. Students do not automatically know how to participate, of to fisten to sach other, or even how o leam in & seminas;
* geminars are not simply about leamng in 3 given subject discpling. They are also about leaming to bearn; (these are not necessanly the people
Events among whom any gven indradual would have chosen to learn - but then thes work colleagues won't necessanly be, ether!);
Alf partiipants bear soma share of responsibility for the success of the individual session of the programme as a whale, BUT
tha tutor | leader has 3 particular responsibilicy to
w structure the seminar in such 2 way a5 to enable participation;
= MAINIIn the Qroup’s working envirenment.
= estabhsh ground rules about preparabion and parbiopation.

..

HNumerous consequences follow, though very few hard-and-fast rules. Seminar tutors need to weigh ther approaches within ther own
Epecfic orcumstances. Remember that generally speaking English students have relatively few conktact hours, and almost nvanably
Fewar than they will have expenienced at schaol . The seminar is an opparturity to support / scaffold independant study, especially in the
first year, by helping students plan their work, and giving models far independent study.

Impheit here i3 the idea of pedagoge: choices. Some things may be out of your hands: f you are a jurior member of a team you may not
@ven have thosen the subject matter of the module or seminar. Recent appointees are likely to have ittle say n the tmetabing, or the
size of the group (et alone s actual composition), Every seminar group is geing to have its individual charactaristics that the group
leader has to adjust for - size of group and personalities of members amongst them. This makes it different from ather farms of teaching such as
lectwring. But nevertheless, some choices are open 1o you. These are some of the questions you might want to ask yoursel:

= what impkcations de my tests of my subject aea have for the way 1 need to teach them? what particular oppomunities of challenges do they
present?

'What problems are students likely to have with this matenal? What do 1 take for granted in my awn thinking about this subject that students may not
et take for grantad, or even be aware of? How can [ help them acquire those ‘threshold concapts” which make sense of the disdpline?

How do [ communicate that the topic matters? that this discussion is serious?

what abeut the very first session? How do | begin? what can 1 8o te help this collection of people become 2 working groug?

How can 1 foster group 3 that openness and

'What do 1need to do to o8t as many as ossible to contribute?

.

e

How to Prepare for a Seminar http://www.sciencenetlinks.com/pdfs/mendel seminar.pdf
How to Succeed and Have Fun in a Seminar http://depts.washington.edu/cidrweb/resources/Seminar.pdf



